
ACDI African Climate and Development Initiative
AfD Agence Française de Développement/ French Development Agencydtic
AfDB African Development Bank
AIDC Alternative Information & Development Centre
BUSA Business Unity South Africa
Cosatu Congress of South African Trade Unions
CRSES  Centre for Renewable & Sustainable Energy Studies
CSIR Council for Scientific and Industrial Research
CST  Complex Systems in Transition
DBSA Development Bank of Southern Africa
DEFF Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries
DFI Development Finance Institution
DMRE Department of Mineral Resources and Energy
DST Department of Science and Technology
dtic Department of Trade, Industry and Competition
EE  Energy Efficiency
ELRC Environmental Learning Research Centre
FES Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung
FIRST  Facility for Investment in Renewable Small Transactions
GIZ Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit
GSB Graduate School of Business
IBRD International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability
IEP Individualized Education Program
IFC International Finance Corporation
IKI International Climate Initiative
IPP Independent Power Producers
IPPO Independent Power Producers Office
IRP Integrated Resource Plan
ITCC  Industry Task Team on Climate Change
KfW Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau
LEDS Low-Emission Development Strategies
MISTRA Mapungubwe Institute for Strategic Reflection
NALEDI  National Labour & Economic Development Institute
NBI National Business Initiative
NCPC National Cleaner Production Centre
NDCs Nationally Determined Contributions
NEVA National Employment Vulnerability Assessment 
NUM National Union of Mineworkers
NUMSA  National Union of Metal Workers of South Africa
PCCCC Presidential Climate Change Coordination Commission 
PICC  Presidential Infrastructure Coordinating Committee 
PPGI Public-Private Growth Initiative
RE  Renewable Energy
REAL Centre for Researching Education and Labour
REDZs   Renewable Energy Development Zones
REIPPPP  Renewable Energy Independent Power Producers Procurement Program
RMB Rand Merchant Bank
SADC Southern African Development Community
SAEF  South African Energy Forum
SAFCEI Southern African Faith Communities' Environment Institute
SAIPPA South African Independent Power Producers Association
SANEA South African National Energy Association
SANEDI  South African National Energy Development Institute
SAPVIA South African Photovoltaic Industry Association
SATRI Sam Tambani Research Institute
SDG Sustainable Development Goal
SEA  Sustainable Energy Africa
SETA Sector Education and Training Authority
SEZ  Special Economic Zone 
SJRP  Sector Jobs Resilience Plans
SMME Small, medium and micro-enterprises
SWOP Society, Work and Politics Institute
TIPS Trade & Industrial Policy Strategies 
UCT University of Cape Town
UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization
US United States
USAID United States Agency for International Development
Wits University of the Witwatersrand
WOMIN  Women in Extractive Mining
WWF World Wide Fund for Nature

JUST TRANSITION CASE STUDY - SEPTEMBER 2020
SUPPORTING JUST TRANSITIONS IN SOUTH AFRICA 

 Research Institutions & 
 Centres

 Energy & Industrial systems group (UCT Chem 
 Eng. previously ERC modelling

 SATIM energy system & economic models

 Coal transitions project

 Centre for Complex Systems in 
 Transition (CST), US)  Climate, JT

 Centre for Renewable & Sustainable Energy Studies (CRSES)  Urban Energy transitions (forthcoming)

 Power Futures (GSB, UCT)  Eskom restructure, state capture, climate nance for Eskom debt. 

 Trade & Industrial Policy Strategies (TIPS)
 National Employment Vulnerability Assessment (NEVA) & 
 Sector Jobs Resilience Plans (SJRP)

 CSIR Energy Centre  Techno & socio-economic impacts of the Energy transition for SA & Africa

 ACDI, UCT  Climate adaptation to support JT (mainly graduate student research)

 SWOP, Wits  JT for workers

 MISTRA
 Published some papers on energy 
transition related  issues (unveri ed)

 REAL (Wits) & ELRC (Rhodes)  Green Skills Project - including skills research for JT

 Non-pro ts/NGOs 

 Earthlife Africa Jhb  JT, Community-owned RE, anti-coal & anti-nuclear activism, conditionally open to Eskom restructure

 Project 90 by 2030  Just Energy Transition & Community-owned RE research

 SAFCEI  Climate & Energy justice, Anti-coal & anti-nuclear activism

 Life After Coal  JT - extensive resources database on their website

 GroundWork  JT, health and environmental effects of coal

 GreenPeace  JT advocacy & lobbying, governance, anti-coal activism

 WWF  JT stakeholder engagements, publications 

 AIDC  One million climate jobs campaign, lobbying against unbundling, some fragile labour linkages, JT

 ICLEI Africa  LEDS II

 South South North  Climate-related nance, LEDS

 Adaptation Network  JT to low-carbon adaptation

 Just Share  Pension fund climate risk, Governance, sustainable nance JT

 Sustainable Energy Africa (SEA)  Secretariat, NPC JT consultation

 MANSA Advisory with Adapt  Cred. Youth leadership in the JT

 SA Cities Network  With 8 metros and 1 secondary city on energy transitions

 African Climate Alliance  Youth-based group aligned to Fridays for Future movement

 WOMIN  Women in Extractive Mining - Gender and JT

 Centre for Environmental Rights  Air pollution, water pollution, climate change

 350.org  National coalition on JT and engagement with national DFIs

 Organised Labour
 (Research, Lobbying &  Advocacy)

 Cosatu, NALEDI, NUM, SATRI

 Policy framework on Climate change incl. JT & climate resilient economy 

 Oppose Eskom restructure as part of principled 
 opposition to privatisation

 SAFTU, NUMSA

 JT & Climate

 Oppose Eskom restructure based on concern it is 
 privatisation by stealth

 Major membership base at Eskom

 Institute for Economic Justice  Research and advocacy at interface of economy/ labour interests

 Organised Industry & Business
 (Research, Lobbying &  Advocacy) 

 Industry Task Team on Climate Change (ITCC)  No indication of any recent action could be found

 SAIPPA
 Transition-related employment, value chains, transformation

 Programme introduced in October 2019

 NBI
 JT project with WWF, Just Share & The Lewis Foundation

 Developing large Green Stimulus plan with JT dimension

 SAPVIA
 PV transition-related employment study

 Priority focus on Mpumalanga, new employment opportunities 

 SANEA  Planned: Skills roadmap & JET

 BUSA
 Part of the business cluster at Nedlac, have coordinated 
 business inputs into IRP 2019 update

 Banks & DFIs 

 Commercial

 Nedbank
 Green Energy Bond issued (October 2019)

 Hosted seminars on energy transition & JT 

 Absa
 Offers several RE investment nance options but no 
 explicit policy on funding coal power projects

 RMB
 Facility for Investment in Renewable Small Transactions  (FIRST)

 No explicit policy on energy transition

 Standard Bank  Have adopted climate-focused parameters on future coal power projects

 The Banking Association of SA  with NBI: Connecting JT with SDGs

 DFIs

 DBSA

 Investment framework for JT

 REIPPPP Joint Implementation Committee, IPPO contracting

 Green Economy concessional nance, the Green Fund (with DEFF)

 IDC
 Presidential Infrastructure Coordinating Committee (PICC)- RE implementation prioritised

 Green industry concessional nance; Manufacturing sector prioritised

 Other - multi-sector, informal 
 alliances

 South African Energy Forum (SAEF)
 A coalition of organised labour, local & national government, SMME and 
 state actors favouring radical economic transformation

 Eskom debt/Climate transaction

 The transaction aims to: address Eskom debt and support increased pace on 
 energy transition 

 Main actors: Meridian Economics, Power Futures Lab

 Government

 Regional SADC Industrial Policy
 SADC Green Economy Strategy & Action plan- discussions ongoing, no implementation/
 interventions as yet

 National 

 Presidency

 National Planning Commission (NPC) JT
 Low carbon economy stakeholder consultations

 2050 vision & pathways proposals for JT (Draft 2019)

 Presidential Climate Change Coordination 
 Commission (PCCCC) Appointments pending (July 2020)

 DMRE

 IRP, IEP policies- drafting,modelling, implementation Ministerial determinations relating to transition 

 IPP of ce oversight.  REIPPPP implementation

 Energy transition roadmap (part of PPGI process) with business

 Treasury
 REIPPPP Joint implementation committee member

 Technical paper on Sustainable Finance

 DTIC

 Economic Development
 National Employment Vulnerability Assessment & 
 Sector Jobs Resilience Plans (TIPS) (with DEFF)

 Public Private Growth Initiative (Just energy transition roadmap by 
 SA renewable energy sector)

 National Cleaner Production Centre (NCPC)
 Industrial process transition - RE & EE: assessment & 
 incentives and training programmes;

 SETAs

 Skills for green economy jobs (a program  exists in theory, but no  
 central repository as yet, for skills prospects linked to the transition 
 and which can drive rollout of skills & competencies)

 DEFF

 Renewable Energy Development Zones (REDZs)

 The Green Fund (with DBSA)

 Pollution prevention plans, carbon budgets, sector emissions targets

 Nationally Determined Commitments- UNFCCC 

 Secretariat for National Environmental Skills Planning Forum

 DST
 Support to research institutions and Industry bodies: 
 energy transition, hydrogen fuel cells, storage

 Provincial

 Eastern Cape
 Strategic support for RE in the region

 Coega Special Economic Zone (SEZ); East London  SEZ

 Western Cape Provincial Government 

 Waste to energy, Water/Energy nexus pilots

 GreenCape
 Programme: Mpumalanga Green Economy 
 Cluster + Green Outcomes Fund

 Atlantis SEZ Focus on Renewable Energy Sector

 Northern Cape

 Provincial Spatial Development Framework focus on RE

 Forthcoming: Energy transformation charter

 Uppington Solar Corridor SEZ

 Local

 City of Cape Town 

 Local generation and purchase - court case

 Climate and energy strategy

 With GreenCape, growing the circular economy

 Gauteng City Region Observatory Green Infrastructure Strategy being drafted

 eThekwini Durban Strategic Roadmap for RE to 2030

 Mpumalanga GreenCape supported project in  four municipalities

  Development Finance Institutions 
and Climate  Funds

 AfDB
 Developing position paper on JT 

 Supporting battery storage

 IBRD
 Engaging Eskom on JT and repurposing coal power plants

 Planned national dialogue on JT.  

 IFC
 Support to National Treasury and DEFF on Sustainable Finance

 Working on blended nance projects on RE

 Climate Investment Funds Global project Just Transition Initaitive includes South Africa Case Study

 Adaptation Fund Knowledge, nance networks

 Green Climate Fund Technical & nancial support linked to UNFCCC/NDCs

 Inter-governmental and 
 International Organisations

 Government

 France Energy transition: nance & technical support for electri cation (AfD)

 Germany

 GIZ
 Rrange of support programmes to national & local governments + 
 non-pro ts + industry associations 

 IKI Large project on Just Transitions - Call for proposals

 FES JT & Community ownership of RE,with MISTRA-civil society research funded

 KfW
 Eskom loan nance (mainly for network reliability but also including RE-related 
 grid connection costs) 

 United States 

 Ford Foundation  Research: Extractives & the Energy Transition 

 USAID Power Africa
 Technical support: Electricity regulation, electricity 
 access, energy transition policy, REIPPPP

 Multilateral UNIDO Low carbon transport & JT, with NCPC and SANEDI

 Philanthropy Agora Energiewende Private funding for energy transitions research 

  

 (Research, Lobbying &  Advocacy)

STAKEHOLDERS ACTIVELY WORKING 
ON JUST TRANSITIONS IN 

SOUTH AFRICA

ACRONYMS

This Mindmap presents different stakeholders working on just transitions in South Africa, with green highlights showing those who were interviewed for the case study. (To access full study please click here)  

Original development: Brenda Martin
Subsequent adaptation: Michael Ward

https://www.climateinvestmentfunds.org/sites/cif_enc/files/knowledge-documents/supporting_just_transitions_in_south_africa.pdf

