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Deadline Approaching : Criteria and procedures for the selection of new FIP countries  

Comments from United Kingdom 

 

Dear Mafalda,  

  

The UK is happy to suggest the attached criteria and procedures for the selection of new FIP 

countries.   

  

Kind regards, 

  

Ben Green | Climate and Environment Department |Department for International 

Development,  

 
 
Proposed revised selection criteria and process for new countries 
 
The selection criteria offer a means of ensuring that new pilot countries offer emissions 
reduction potential (through avoided deforestation/degradation, forest landscape restoration 
and other relevant interventions), enhanced co-benefits and potential for timely mobilisation, 
while maintaining a balanced geographic distribution of pilot countries. 
 
Countries will be asked to submit expressions of interest. The templates for the expressions 
of interest should ensure that sufficient information is generated to allow a sifting exercise 
based on the criteria below. Criteria will require further refinement by the expert group, in 
agreement with the sub-committee. 
 
Potential to contribute to climate change mitigation and generate enhanced co-
benefits through reducing deforestation (40%) 
Countries should have potential to contribute to forest-related climate change mitigation, 
including reducing the rate of deforestation and forest degradation, managing forest 
landscapes in a sustainable manner and enhancing forest carbon stocks (for example 
through forest landscape restoration). Evidence of the potential to generate co-benefits such 
as enhancing the livelihoods of poor rural and forest-dependent people, and the 
conservation of biodiversity and environmental services should be high. 
 
Country readiness (20%) 
Countries will not necessarily have to be a formal part of the Forest Carbon Partnership 
(FCPF) Readiness Fund or UN-REDD but must be able to demonstrate an ability to develop, 
implement, and monitor actions that reduce forest carbon emissions and/or enhance forest 
carbon stocks, including progress towards developing a national REDD+ strategy and 
systems for forest monitoring and information. Countries will be asked to attach a self-
assessment based on the FCPF readiness assessment framework to their expressions of 
interest.   
 
Capacity to implement and realise transformational impact (40%) 
Countries should demonstrate the institutional and technical capacity and political 
commitment to use FIP funding successfully. This should include evidence that the country 
is committed to providing a policy environment supportive of sustainable forest management, 
including through removal of important policy and regulatory barriers. It should also include 
evidence of a track record of forestry and forest-related projects that are managed with 
participation of government and other stakeholders, the potential for private sector 



engagement in the programme. The additionality of the programme, and the potential value 
added and impact a FIP programme will have in the pilot country should also be considered.  
Countries will be asked for detail on how the FIP program would fit with other large national 
or internationally-supported REDD+, forest conservation and forest management 
programmes. 
 
Geographic balance  
Geographic balance is stressed as an underlying principle of the FIP. The sub-committee will 
assume the role of selecting new pilot countries based on the expert group’s assessment of 
candidate countries, taking into account that the programme should aim to promote a 
balanced distribution across regions and biomes and between middle and low income 
countries.  
 
Selection process 

1. Invitation for expressions of interest 
2. Establishment of expert group (nominations from sub-committee members) 
3. Sifting of eligible countries against the selection criteria.  
4. Select [x] countries and invite them to develop investment plans (IPs). 
5. Confirm funding for [y] countries to implement projects proposed in their investment 

plans, based on the quality of proposals provided.  
 


