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Objectives  

The Partnership Forum, a broad-based meeting of stakeholders, including donor and eligible 

recipient countries, MDBs, UN and UN agencies, GEF, UNFCCC, the Adaptation Fund, bilateral 

development agencies, NGOs, private sector entities, and scientific and technical experts 

provides a forum for dialogue on the strategic directions, results and impacts of the CIF.  The 

panel discussion will bring together representatives of some of these CIF stakeholder groups to 

discuss these challenges and to explore ways to create a climate for change which will help 

ensure enabling environments for delivery of climate smart development.  

 

We know that there is a need for political will, leadership and systems to address major global 

issues, such as climate change, but there is evidence that we are close to running out of time. We 

also know that there are new technologies and market mechanisms available to help, but 

resources are limited. The panel will discuss how supportive legislation or policies, access to 

new technologies and resources as well as strong partnerships can contribute towards creating a 

climate for change, while at the same time, identifying the obstacles that need to be addressed. 

We hope that the discussion will provide an opportunity to share diverse views on the challenges 

of climate change and development and to spark creative thinking on the issue. 

  

Context 

Addressing climate change is central to the sustainable development and poverty reduction 

agenda.  An effective response to climate change must combine both mitigation—to avoid the 

unmanageable—and adaptation—to manage the unavoidable  On the one hand, a delay in 

reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions significantly constrains opportunities to achieve 

lower stabilization levels and is likely to increase the risk of more severe climate change impacts.  

On the other hand, climate change has the potential to reverse the development gains that have 

been hard-earned by developing countries over the past decades and progress towards achieving 

the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), such as eradicating poverty, combating 

communicable diseases and environmental sustainability.  Meeting the climate change challenge 

while also addressing critical poverty and growth needs, like energy access, is essential. 
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Developing countries understandably place the highest priority on fulfilling immediate 

development needs rather than on mitigating climate change or on making their economies more 

resilient to longer-term threats from climate change.  Therefore, even though emerging and 

transition economies have opportunities to choose lower-carbon technologies as they develop, 

they have little incentive to do so when the additional costs are not commensurate with the 

expected local benefits.  Developing countries need resources and tools to level the playing field 

between conventional and cleaner technologies, eliminating or compensating for market 

imperfections, and financing the difference in cost. 

As the foundation of economic growth, the private sector has a significant role to play in 

addressing climate change.  The relationship between public sector reform and private sector 

action is critical.  While many private initiatives can be tested and operate in a less than optimal 

policy and regulatory environment, full engagement and wide scale growth of the private sector 

will only occur if the policy and regulatory environment is both attractive and stable within a 

country.  An appropriate business environment is particularly important for promotion of small 

and medium-sized enterprises that are critical to broad-based growth and technology adoption.   

The CIF has been designed to make a positive contribution to addressing climate change - 

learning by doing and by demonstrating in concrete terms, actions at scale that meet countries’ 

sustainable development objectives while responding to climate concerns. In pursuing a strategy 

that will combine public and private sector action, the CIF seeks to provide incentives necessary 

to leverage significant investments in achieving the objectives of the Funds.   

 

Moderator: Jonathan Charles, Communications Director, European Bank for Reconstruction 

and Development 

Panelists 

Ms. Myrna Cunningham, President, UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 

Mr. Michael Liebreich, Chief Executive Officer, Bloomberg New Energy Finance 

Dr. Stewart Maginnis, Global Director, Nature Based Solutions Group, IUCN 

Honorary Dr. Wilbur Ottichilo, Member of Parliament, Kenya 

Mr. Paddy Padmanathan, President and CEO, International Company for Water and Power 

Projects 
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