
THE SITUATION

Burkina Faso is a land-locked country in West 
Africa.  The forests of Burkina Faso are classi-
fied as semi-arid and composed extensively 
of wooded savannahs and shrub lands. Such 
dry forests are typical of the Sahel corridor 
ecosystems and though the trees contain less 
carbon than comparable size stands in a tropi-
cal forest, there are immense carbon saving 
opportunities associated with soil conservation. 
Estimates of soil organic carbon in the wooded 
savannahs average about 74 tons carbon per 
hectare  which signifies a need to conserve the 
below ground carbon stocks to avoid emissions. 
Notably, forest-based economic activities, such 
as making charcoal and selling forest products 
often contribute to over 25% of rural house-
hold income and help reduce the impacts of 
droughts and lean times. At the national level, 
the forest sector contributes 5.6% of GDP via 
fees, taxes, and permits for the use of timber 
and other forest products, mostly in the form of 
wood fuels. The need to balance the economic 
development of woodlands with the conserva-
tion of soil carbon is very pronounced in Burkina 
Faso so as to improve livelihoods while minimiz-
ing emissions. 

BURKINA FASO 
QUICK FACTS
Total population (2009 estimate) 

15.76 million
Extent of wooded savannah as 
percentage of total area (2002)   

22.68%
Length of dry season/ rainy reason   

6 to 9 / 3 to 5 months
State-owned classified forests 

3.9 million hectares
Contribution of forest-based economic 
activities to rural income 

25%
Extent of agroforestry as percentage of 
total area 

8.45%
1992-2002 average annual deforestation 
rate 

0.83%

BURKINA FASO  
FIP QUICK FACTS
FIP Financing: 

US$ 30 (100% grants) 
Expected to leverage: at least 

 US$ 13.03 million

THE TRANSFORMATION

Burkina Faso will tap US$ 30 million in grants 
from the Forest Investment Program (FIP) and is 
expected to leverage at least an additional US$ 
13.03 million in resources from government 
and bi-lateral sources to improve forest policy 
governance specifically the legal/regulatory 
framework; to limit net deforestation and forest 
degradation in both state-owned and private/
community –owned lands; and to build capaci-
ties and improve knowledge sharing within 
and outside the forest sector so as to promote 
successful investments in country and within 
the region.

Burkina Faso’s Forest Investment Plan was 
developed under the leadership of the govern-
ment in collaboration with the African Devel-
opment Bank (AfDB), the World Bank (IBRD) 
and other development partners and key 
Burkinabe stakeholders, including traditional 
and local communities.  The investment plan 
outlines how AfDB and World Bank’s activities 
complement each other to reduce defor-
estation pressures in protected forests and 
avoid leakage into other areas by sustainably 
enhancing wood production in nearby com-
munities. It is the exemplar of the synergistic 
benefits of the collaborative MDB partnership 
model in the FIP.

Burkina Faso
FOREST INVESTMENT PROGRAM

EXPECTED FIP IMPACT: Collaboratively designed, strategic investments managed by 

two regional MDBs will have the synergistic effect of enhancing the ecological integrity 

of already protected but threatened forests, while providing alternative livelihoods and 

resource development opportunities for neighboring local communities dependent on 

those forests. 

Two separately administered but collaboratively designed and implemented projects will deploy 

resources in and around protected areas to reduce human pressure on those forests.  One major 

concern that has challenged forest managers is the issue of safeguarding against leakage: 

how do we ensure that reduced pressure on forest in one area will not simply be transferred 

to another area? In Burkina Faso, AfDB and WB will overcome this issue by investing, one in 

conserving and rehabilitating forests, and the other in creating income generating opportunities 

for nearby village dependent peoples so that they do not seek out forest elsewhere to sustain 

their livelihoods. 



BURKINA FASO FIP INVESTMENT FOCUS AREAS
PROMOTING AN ADAPTATION-BASED MITIGATION 

PATH

RATIONALE: FIP financing will support the process of mainstream-
ing climate change and REDD+ into sectoral frameworks and strate-
gies to help guide the country towards a climate-resilient low carbon 
development path. Additionally, resources will be directly invested 
into villages and communes for the management, protection, and 
rehabilitation of woodlands, timber and non-timber resources, 
wildlife, agro-forestry, alternative livelihoods and support to small 
and medium enterprises. 

FINANCING: US$ 18 million in FIP grant resources will support this 
IBRD-implemented project.

EXPECTED RESULTS:

•	 Successful mainstreaming of climate change and REDD+ into 
sectoral frameworks as evidenced by the number of sector whose 
policies are influenced to take into account REDD+ and sustainable 
natural resources management 

•	 Increased effectiveness of sustainable natural resource management 
plans in targeted communes as evidenced by the percentage of vil-
lages where mapping is agreed, local investment plans are defined, 
and  investments implemented according to an agreed process. 

•	 Reduced CO2 emissions from reduced deforestation and forest 
degradation relative to the reference emission level

•	 Enhanced livelihoods as evidence by the number of people in tar-
geted forest and adjacent communities with increased monetary or 
non-monetary benefits from forests.

ENHANCING PARTICIPATORY MANAGEMENT OF 
PROTECTED FORESTS

RATIONALE: Complementary FIP investments in protected areas (gazett-
ed forests) will support increasing carbon sequestration capacity in those 
gazetted forests by reducing deforestation and degradation pressures. 
Additionally, investments in non-timber products and eco-lodges will 
provide alternative livelihood opportunities to reduce poverty. The 
AfDB-implemented project working in surrounding communes/villages 
to restore woodlands will offset loss in supply of fuel wood from gazette 
forests, minimizing leakage.

FINANCING: US$ 12 million in FIP grant resources will support this 
AfDB-implemented project.

EXPECTED RESULTS:

•	 Forest governance is enhanced by means of enforcing the country 
legal framework for REDD+ which will include the development 
of a UNFCCC standards-compliant MRV system and increasing the 
availability of REDD+ instruments and tools. Also, relevant actors 
will undergo the necessary capacity building

•	 Enhanced participatory development of gazetted forests by means 
of the securiting and developing forest and relevant infrastructure 
development; the building of stakeholders’ operational capacity to 
sustainably use and conservation of forests; and other supporting 
actions for neighboring communities
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““One advantage in Burkina Faso, in the area of forest 

governance, is that the participatory approach has been 

in practice since the 1980s, with participation even at the 

village level; meaning that the FIP is not a stand alone 

process, but is built upon a favorable foundation.” 

Samuel Yeye, Ministry of Environment and 
Sustainable Development, Burkina Faso for 
CIF report on Exploring REDD+ Stakeholder 

Collaboration.”


